OTERO COUNTY OPEN BURNING CHECKLIST

If you answer “No” to ANY of the following questions, the burn you are planning is not permitted by law.

	
	Yes
	NO

	1. Do you have approval from the landowner?
	
	

	2. Will you be burning less than 10 acres or less than 1,000 cubic feet of piled material per day?
Length x Width x Height = volume in cubic feet 
• If you are planning to burn more than 10 acres or 1,000 cubic feet of material, your burn also falls under the NM Smoke Management Program. Contact the Air Quality Bureau at 1-800-224-7009. 
	
	

	3. Is the burn area at least 300 feet from neighbors, dwellings, workplaces, or places where people congregate? 
If within 300 feet of a structure, at least 50 gallons of water must be available.
	
	

	4. Has the material to be burned had time to dry?
Allow 45 days for every 3” in diameter of the material.  
	
	

	5. Do the piles to be burned contain only vegetative materials? 
Piles must be free of paper, plastic, rubber, trash and treated/painted lumber. 
	
	

	6. If you plan to burn more than one acre or 100 cubic feet of material in a day, have you provided prior notice of the burn date and location to neighbors within 1/4 mile of the burn area? 
	
	

	7. Will you be starting the burn at least 1 hour after sunrise, and extinguishing the burn at least 1 hour before sunset? 
Ignition of moderate agricultural vegetation burning only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 
	
	

	8. Will the burn be monitored by an ADULT AT ALL TIMES, until ½ hour after it is FULLY EXTINGUISHED? (1 hour for moderate and large agricultural vegetation burning)
	
	

	9. Have you veriﬁed that no Red Flag Warning has been issued?
Go to https://www.weather.gov/srh/ to ﬁnd out.
	
	

	10. Have you verified that there are no temporary burn bans in place by either the County or State?
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk2937065]11. Have you notiﬁed the Otero County Sheriff’s Department at (575) 437-2210 or 1-800-874-3743 prior to burning? 
	
	



Please remember to notify the Otero County Sheriff’s Department after the burn is completed.

For more detailed information about open burning please visit the Otero County Website at http://co.otero.nm.us.

Thank you for your cooperation.
